FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Worship 10:30 a.m.

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing over the plains,
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Welcome! No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Prelude
Chimes
Welcome & Sharing Our Service and Friendship Opportunities

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee, God, our world now entering.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

* Greeting One Another
* Song
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Angels We Have Heard on High

* Song
December 23, 2018

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Adestes Fideles

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, o come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold him, born the King of Angels,
O come let us adore him, o come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
Child for us sinners poor and in the manger, we would embrace thee, with love and awe;
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
Lighting the Advent Candle
Opening Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer [ on the screen, using “trespasses” ]
God of Love, bring us the Sign of your Love, Jesus Christ. Help us to love him dearly and to
love others in His name. As we prepare for the coming of Christ, refill us with your love. We
ask this in His name as we share the prayer he taught us, praying, “Our Father who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.
Receiving our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
* Doxology & Prayer of Dedication
Loving God, you have shown us your love in all the blessings of life and in this season of
love and light. We bring these tithes and offerings in love and thanksgiving. Let them
bless others with Christ’s love through our church’s wider mission and our ministries here
in our community. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
A Time with the Children – children are invited to join Dr. Havens on the steps at the front.
Afterwards they may return to sit with their families or go to Faith Formation or the nursery.

Pastoral Prayer, Silent Prayer and Choral Amen
Scripture Lesson

Luke 2:1-14

NT page 57

Solo

O Holy Night

Tom Pearson

The Message

“It’s Not Under the Tree”
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Joy to the World!

* Song

Bruce Havens

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth its praises bring!
Let every heart prepare Christ room,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven
And heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
Christ rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove the glories of God’s righteousness
And wonders of God’s love, and wonders of God’s love,
And wonders, wonders, of God’s love.
* Benediction
* Congregational Response
Postlude

[ joining hands ]

Alleluia
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*Those who are able, please stand.
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