Christmas Eve

December 24, 2018

Worship 6:00 p.m.

Merry Christmas! No matter who you are or where you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

Pastoral Prayer, Silent Prayer and Choral Response

THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN LESSONS & CAROLS
Luke 1:26-38
Matthew 1:18-25

Welcome & Christmas Greetings

It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold
Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, great news of joy awe bring
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

Adestes Fideles
O Come, All Ye Faithful
* Carol
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come, ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
Child for us sinners, poor and in the manger, we would embrace thee, with love and awe;
Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly?
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
Lighting the Christ Candle
Opening Prayer
Glory to God in the highest! Peace to all people on earth! We thank you, O Loving God, for the
gift of your son Jesus Christ. May hope, peace, joy and love fill our hearts, not only for a
season, but forever. Joy to the world! The Lord has come! In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Gathering our Christmas Offering
Let it Be Christmas

Jackson

* Doxology and Prayer of Dedication [ unison ]
We thank you, God, for the gift of your son, Jesus. May these tithes and offerings be used to
share the Good News of his love through our local ministries and our church's wider mission.
We pray this in his Holy name. Amen.
During the Carol children are invited to go out and meet to prepare for the Nativity.
Angels We Have Heard on High
* Carol
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the new born King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Gloria

Carol

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

Song

* Greeting One Another

Offertory

Violin Solo

Special Music

Prelude

Luke 2:1-7
Mendellsohn

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!

Song

Hark, the Herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all you nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark, the Herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King;
Hail the heaven – born Prince of Peace; Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give us second birth.
Hark, the Herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King;
Luke 2:8-20
Choral Anthem

Christmas Communion

Furman/Sorenson

The Sacrament of Holy Communion (Everyone is welcome to participate.)
The Invitation
Communion Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer [ “trespasses” ]
Words of Institution and the Distribution
Everyone is welcome to participate. Wine and grape juice are both offered. Please come
forward, take the wafer and dip it into the cup before eating. Gluten- free wafers are offered.

The Prayer of Thanksgiving
* The Candle Lighting – Please tip the unlighted candle to the lighted candle.
Silent Night, Holy Night
* Carol
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild,

Stille Nacht

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth Jesus, Lord at thy birth.
* Benediction & Response

Alleluia

* Postlude
*Please stand, if you are able.

[ joining hands ]

